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AACS School Choice—Issue Brief

BACKGROUND AND STATUS:

Parents have the vital role of ensuring their children are well educated. Civilized societies work to ensure all
children have an education Operating under these principles, 32 states plus the District of Columbia have created
school choice programs that allow parents to direct community funds set aside for children’s education to the
school of their choosing. These programs vary in type and size, with some states using voucher programs, some
following the tax-credit scholarship model, with additional states creating education savings accounts.

The most successful programs are those that allow parents to direct a portion of the community funding for
education to the best school for their children. Nearly all state programs now ensure participating private schools
are not considered direct recipients of government funds and are structured to limit burdensome or
unnecessary regulations. Since studies show that religious beliefs and moral formation are top priorities in
parents’ choice of education, successful programs protect the religious or philosophical mission of participating
schools. This enables schools to still live out their mission fully, whether their mission is religious study, general
education, music, science, military readiness, or special needs.

Despite the success of state-level school choice programs, the only school choice option currently enacted at the
federal level is a program for families within the District of Columbia. A federal school choice program should be
carefully designed to protect principles of federalism and private school autonomy. After all, parents should be
free to choose the best educational option for their child. Primarily, any federal program must protect the
interests of parents’ choices and the mission of private schools.

PRINCIPLES TO ENSURE MIAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY AND MINIMUM REGULATIONS SHOULD:

1. Increase Opportunities—Program funding should increase opportunities, not limit them. Funding should
be delivered to parents who then direct the funding to the school of their choice. The best programs are
those that allow eligibility for most, if not all, families in the state. If a limit is necessary, families with
incomes up to 400% of the federal poverty level or 300% of the area median gross income should be
eligible. This benchmark includes most families. Additionally, legislation should exempt families from
paying taxes on any designated scholarship funds.

2. Protect the Autonomy of Schools—Any school operating legally under state statute should be eligible to
participate in the program. Scholarships or funding to the school should be delivered at the parent’s
direction. No further certification or approvals should be required. This autonomy allows private and
religious schools to participate while maintaining their mission without burdensome regulations.

3. Encourage Donors to Fund Scholarship Programs—Individuals or businesses contributing to a scholarship
granting organization (SGO) should receive a tax credit or deduction for that contribution. A donor’s
wishes should be respected, and donors should have the option to choose which individual school
(including individual students) or association of schools their donation helps.

4. Protect the Autonomy of Scholarship Organizations (SGOs)—In programs that use tax-credit
scholarships, SGOs should have the freedom to be sector-specific including religious schools (such as
Jewish, Catholic, Christian, or other). If the government prohibits groups of similar schools with mission-
specific or faith-based programs from being established, the government limits the number of faith-based
participating schools and donors—limiting the number of options for parents.

In recent months, several bills that advance school choice have been proposed by Congress to provide families
with more educational options. A second bill would provide school choice to military families. These bills follow the
above-mentioned principles and effectively expand school choice options across America.
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EDUCATIONAL CHOICE FOR CHILDREN AcT (H.R. 531/S. 120)

Introduced by Rep. Adrian Smith of New Hampshire and Sen. Bill Cassidy of Louisiana, the Educational Choice for
Children Act (ECCA) provides a tax credit for individuals and corporations that donate to a nonprofit scholarship
granting organization (SGO). These organizations would work with eligible parents to pay for expenses such as
tuition, tutoring for learning loss, education technology, and special-needs services. This bill would establish for the
first time a federal tax credit program to encourage educational freedom, thus promoting better and more
widespread education choice in the states.

This bill ensures maximum freedom and minimum regulations:

e  First, the ECCA increases opportunity by encouraging freedom of choice. By allowing families who make
up to 300% of the area median gross income to participate, the ECCA ensures more families can access
the scholarships—and opportunities—that best fits their child.

e Second, the ECCA protects the autonomy of schools. The bill prohibits the government from controlling,
coercing, or excluding private and religious schools. Because the SGOs distribute the money, private
religious schools can continue educating children about faith-based principles without fearing
government repercussion or penalty. Unlike voucher programs, which use tax money from the state to
fund students at private schools, this bill offers a federal tax incentive for qualified contributions,
operating much like a charitable deduction.

e Third, the ECCA encourages donors to give. Donors will receive a tax benefit and the knowledge that they
furthered a child’s education. Donors can choose to give to a specific sector-based SGO knowing their
funds will further a cause they are passionate about.

e  Fourth, the ECCA protects the autonomy of SGOs by prohibiting government control. Because the
government is barred from controlling any aspect of SGOs, the organizations can be sector specific.
Families are free to join or abstain from the program, and individuals and groups can organize and form
new SGOS to best serve students’ needs.

e Finally, the ECCA recognizes the priority of religious liberty and contains language that broadly protects a
school’s or SGO's religious character, affiliation, mission, policies, and practices.

ACHIEVING CHOICE IN EDUCATION AcT (H.R. 6795/S. 3520)

Introduced Sen. Mike Lee of Utah and Rep. Eric Burlison of Missouri, this bill would encourage states to adopt or
expand their school choice programs by using tax incentives. This bill would double the contribution amount for
529 plans each taxable year from $10,000 to $20,000. The bill would also leverage municipal bonds. Currently,
states, cities, and counties can issue tax-free municipal bonds to pay for projects such as local infrastructure
projects. In states with full school choice programs, the bonds would continue to be tax exempt. However, in
states with limited or no school choice, the tax exemption of the bonds will be either limited or revoked. This bill
would encourage states to implement or expand school choice because of the financial consequences.

COSPONSORS, EDUCATIONAL CHOICE FOR CHILDREN ACT

House CosponsoRs (H.R. 531)

Rep. Aderholt, Robert B. [R-AL-4] Rep. Banks, Jim [R-IN-3] Rep. Buck, Ken [R-CO-4]

Rep. Alford, Mark [R-MO-4] Rep. Barr, Andy [R-KY-6] Rep. Bucshon, Larry [R-IN-8]

Rep. Allen, Rick W. [R-GA-12]* Rep. Bean, Aaron [R-FL-4] Rep. Calvert, Ken [R-CA-41]

Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2] Rep. Bergman, Jack [R-MI-1] Rep. Cammack, Kat [R-FL-3]

Rep. Babin, Brian [R-TX-36] Rep. Bilirakis, Gus M. [R-FL-12] Rep. Carey, Mike [R-OH-15]

Rep. Baird, James R. [R-IN-4] Rep. Boebert, Lauren [R-CO-3] Rep. Carl, Jerry L. [R-AL-1]

Rep. Balderson, Troy [R-OH-12] Rep. Buchanan, Vern [R-FL-16] Rep. Carter, Earl L. "Buddy" [R-GA-1]
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Rep. Chavez-DeRemer, Lori [R-OR-5] Rep. Jackson, Ronny [R-TX-13] Rep. Moore, Blake D. [R-UT-1]

Rep. Ciscomani, Juan [R-AZ-6] Rep. James, John [R-MI-10] Rep. Murphy, Gregory [R-NC-3]
Rep. Cline, Ben [R-VA-6] Rep. Johnson, Bill [R-OH-6] Rep. Nehls, Troy E. [R-TX-22]

Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4] Rep. Johnson, Dusty [R-SD-At Large] Rep. Norman, Ralph [R-SC-5]

Rep. D'Esposito, Anthony [R-NY-4] Rep. Johnson, Mike [R-LA-4] Rep. Nunn, Zachary [R-IA-3]

Rep. De La Cruz, Monica [R-TX-15] Rep. Jordan, Jim [R-OH-4]* Rep. Owens, Burgess [R-UT-4]*
Rep. Deslarlais, Scott [R-TN-4] Rep. Joyce, David P. [R-OH-14] Rep. Palmer, Gary J. [R-AL-6]

Rep. Diaz-Balart, Mario [R-FL-26] Rep. Joyce, John [R-PA-13] Rep. Pence, Greg [R-IN-6]

Rep. Donalds, Byron [R-FL-19] Rep. Kean, Thomas H. [R-NJ-7] Rep. Posey, Bill [R-FL-8]

Rep. Duncan, Jeff [R-SC-3] Rep. Kelly, Mike [R-PA-16]* Rep. Reschenthaler, Guy [R-PA-14]*
Rep. Dunn, Neal P. [R-FL-2] Rep. Kelly, Trent [R-MS-1] Rep. Rogers, Mike D. [R-AL-3]

Rep. Edwards, Chuck [R-NC-11] Rep. Kiley, Kevin [R-CA-3] Rep. Rouzer, David [R-NC-7]

Rep. Emmer, Tom [R-MN-6] Rep. Kim, Young [R-CA-40] Rep. Rutherford, John H. [R-FL-5]*
Rep. Ezell, Mike [R-MS-4] Rep. Kustoff, David [R-TN-8] Rep. Salazar, Maria Elvira [R-FL-27]*
Rep. Feenstra, Randy [R-1A-4] Rep. LaHood, Darin [R-IL-16] Rep. Scott, Austin [R-GA-8]

Rep. Ferguson, A. Drew, IV [R-GA-3] Rep. LaMalfa, Doug [R-CA-1] Rep. Sessions, Pete [R-TX-17]

Rep. Finstad, Brad [R-MN-1] Rep. Lamborn, Doug [R-CO-5] Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4]
Rep. Fitzgerald, Scott [R-WI-5] Rep. Langworthy, Nicholas A. [R-NY- Rep. Smucker, Lloyd [R-PA-11]
Rep. Fleischmann, Charles J. "Chuck" 23] Rep. Spartz, Victoria [R-IN-5]
[R-TN-3] Rep. LaTurner, Jake [R-KS-2]* Rep. Stauber, Pete [R-MN-8]

Rep. Flood, Mike [R-NE-1]* Rep. Lawler, Michael [R-NY-17]* Rep. Steel, Michelle [R-CA-45]*
Rep. Foxx, Virginia [R-NC-5]* Rep. Lee, Laurel M. [R-FL-15] Rep. Stefanik, Elise M. [R-NY-21]*
Rep. Franklin, C. Scott [R-FL-18] Rep. Lesko, Debbie [R-AZ-8] Rep. Steil, Bryan [R-WI-1]

Rep. Fry, Russell [R-SC-7]* Rep. Letlow, Julia [R-LA-5]* Rep. Steube, W. Gregory [R-FL-17]
Rep. Gaetz, Matt [R-FL-1] Rep. Loudermilk, Barry [R-GA-11]* Rep. Strong, Dale W. [R-AL-5]

Rep. Gallagher, Mike [R-WI-8] Rep. Luetkemeyer, Blaine [R-MO-3]  Rep. Tenney, Claudia [R-NY-24]*
Rep. Gimenez, Carlos A. [R-FL-28] Rep. Mace, Nancy [R-SC-1]* Rep. Tiffany, Thomas P. [R-WI-7]
Rep. Gonzales, Tony [R-TX-23] Rep. Malliotakis, Nicole [R-NY-11]*  Rep. Timmons, William R. IV [R-SC-4]
Rep. Good, Bob [R-VA-5] Rep. Mann, Tracey [R-KS-1] Rep. Valadao, David G. [R-CA-22]
Rep. Granger, Kay [R-TX-12] Rep. McClain, Lisa C. [R-MI-9] Rep. Van Duyne, Beth [R-TX-24]
Rep. Graves, Garret [R-LA-6] Rep. McCormick, Richard [R-GA-6] Rep. Van Orden, Derrick [R-WI-3]
Rep. Green, Mark E. [R-TN-7] Rep. McHenry, Patrick T. [R-NC-10]* Rep. Wagner, Ann [R-MO-2]

Rep. Guest, Michael [R-MS-3] Rep. McMorris Rodgers, Cathy [R-WA-Rep. Walberg, Tim [R-MI-5]

Rep. Guthrie, Brett [R-KY-2] 5] Rep. Waltz, Michael [R-FL-6]

Rep. Hageman, Harriet M. [R-WY-At Rep. Meuser, Daniel [R-PA-9]* Rep. Weber, Randy K., Sr. [R-TX-14]
Large] Rep. Miller, Carol D. [R-WV-1] Rep. Webster, Daniel [R-FL-11]
Rep. Harris, Andy [R-MD-1] Rep. Miller, Mary E. [R-IL-15] Rep. Wenstrup, Brad R. [R-OH-2]
Rep. Harshbarger, Diana [R-TN-1] Rep. Miller, Max L. [R-OH-7] Rep. Williams, Brandon [R-NY-22]
Rep. Hern, Kevin [R-OK-1] Rep. Miller-Meeks, Mariannette [R-IA-Rep. Wilson, Joe [R-SC-2]*

Rep. Higgins, Clay [R-LA-3] 1]* Rep. Wittman, Robert J. [R-VA-1]
Rep. Hinson, Ashley [R-1A-2] Rep. Mills, Cory [R-FL-7] Rep. Womack, Steve [R-AR-3]

Rep. Houchin, Erin [R-IN-9]* Rep. Moolenaar, John R. [R-MI-2]* Rep. Yakym, Rudy [R-IN-2]*

Rep. Hudson, Richard [R-NC-9] Rep. Mooney, Alexander X. [R-WV-2]

Rep. Huizenga, Bill [R-MI-4] Rep. Moore, Barry [R-AL-2]

SENATE COSPONSORS (S. 120)

Sen. Barrasso, John [R-WY]* Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX]* Sen. Hawley, Josh [R-MO]J*

Sen. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN]* Sen. Cotton, Tom [R-AR] Sen. Hyde-Smith, Cindy [R-MS]
Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR]* Sen. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND] Sen. Kennedy, John [R-LA]

Sen. Braun, Mike [R-IN]* Sen. Daines, Steve [R-MT]* Sen. Lummis, Cynthia M. [R-WY]
Sen. Britt, Katie Boyd [R-AL]* Sen. Ernst, Joni [R-1A] Sen. Mullin, Markwayne [R-OK]
Sen. Budd, Ted [R-NC] Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] Sen. Paul, Rand [R-KY]
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